, : 


Or, A REPLY to 
Benjamin Bird Catholick 
H1S 


PAGAN DESIGNS: 


As a Bird that wandereth from her Neſt, ſo is the Man 
. that wandereth from his Place, Prov. 27. 8. As the Birds 
" that. axe caught in the Snare, fo are the Sons of Men 
an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly npon 

| Becleſ. 9. 132. | 


y HE Love I bear to the precious Truth, and the 

= ſincere Profeftors thereof ; with the hearty Delire 1 

have, That all Men might come to the knowiedze 

wy of the Truth, and be Saved. | 

| Are ftrong inducements unte me, when I have ſeen both 
- it and the Profeffors thereof miſrepreſented ; to uſe my ſmall 

ndeavours to ſhew wherein. | 

* And wipe off that Dirt they throw upan us, that we may ap- 
eja we really are. And doubt not but all, that with an 


judiced and Impartial _— will like the Noble Bereare 
. . 


oy, 


L 
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of OId ſearch the Holy Scriptures, and compare our Chriftian 
Dottrines therewith, will find we do not hold any that's con- 
frary thereunto; Neither do we deſire any ſhould receive any 
Dottrine we hold, but” what's agreeable to thoſe Holy Writ- 
ings, of which we &o in Sincerity declare we have a very Ho- 
nourable Efteem;, and account the Wiitings of the Old and 
New Teft2ment the beſt in all the World, 


And now to this Author's Pamphlet I Reply. 


I. 1 know no Quaker that hath any Pagen Deſigns, to draw 
People off from the Scriptures as B, Bird, that writes himſelf Ca- 
tholick, doth fallly atfirm in his Tigle Yage, and 1 charge it on 
him, as a falſe and groſs Slander, and let him'read Prov, 10. 18, 
What be is that uttereth that, anff remember its ſaid, Fa). 101. 5, 

bas who ſo privily ſlanders bis Neighttur , him will 1 cut ef. 

But he goes on and adds, -—- To ſemetbmg above trbem which ;s 
in every Ain, &c, What is this an Offence to Labour, that 
People may be gathered untg Chrift, which is above the <crip- 
tures, and to turn them from Satan's Power to God's, and his 
Spirit in their. Hgarts when it is net ? ' Far that endy, that apy 
ſhould ſlight or deſpiſe the Holy '£cripmires, but by thag which 
iS above them, and by which the Holy Men wrote them, they 
might come rightly te underſtand and have the Comfort of 
them ; and- if this be, P4gen, ox to bs Vile, we may. ſay with 
David, we will bz 'yct more Vile, _ = . 

Pag, 2. He ſaith, Thou takeſt pains 10 grove that Men may live 
T711bous Stn, ”* a 

IF. And is this a Crime to ſhew and prove fro 
that Men may by Chrift, thir had no Sin, be ſaved 
Sins, and by hm, and throrgh his Grzce and Spirit be 
enabled and taught to live witnout Sin or a daily breaking 
God's Commands : in oppufirien to tis Sin-pleating Doctrine, 
of its being ip fe while Men 'ars here wikeep God's Gom- 
mands. N 2000T | 

Let all-that' Readithis, confider who is mot to be blamat!, I 
for adviſing him in my former page'5, ſerizuſly to-conſ1der the 
Evil Conſcqutrces of that Leaving, 'vig That it's impagitle 
white Men-axe tere to keep Ged's Cummards, and» for :my! 
ſheuing it was c -ntrary to Chrift's ſaying ; and the.Apoſtie,. 
Pay] and Febr's Doarine ; Or he, for laying it's impyſible*to 
keep God's Commaicds, 2nd that Mcn.may. not 5e without Sing 
as if it was-Contrary © the Duty they owes to Cad. - 


Surely 


| 


. without Sin, its impſizle to 
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Surely this Man hath either forgot his Catechiſin; or doth 


= believe what therein is declared in Anſwer to the Que . 
ion, 


What is thy Ditty tewards God ? 


« 4yſw. My Duty towards God ,is to believe in him, to fear 
* hitn, and to tove him with alt my Heart, with all mv Mind, 
* with all my Soul, and with ail my Strength, to Worſhip him, 
* to give him Thanks, to put my whole Truſt in him, to 
& call upon tim, to Honour his Holy Name and his Word, and 
* to ſerve bim taly all the days of my Life. 

Mind the Catechiim faith, its Man's Duty to ſerve God truiy 
all the days of Man's Life. FEut B. B. ſaith,. we may nor live 
p God's Commands, why, 
becauſe we may not !ive wit!Wat Sin, ſaith B. B?2 Whar 
is there a neceihity for it then? B, B. ſaith its impoſſible, and 
doth not that 'imply a neceffity 2 For of neceſſity that muſt be 
left undone, that its impoſſible for Man to do, 

Moreovec this Man anſwered none of my former Inftinces I 
brought for Proofs, nor brings none himſeif for what he affert- 
efh, but his Ipſe Dizit. 

Page 2. He faith, The Pco's of Commen-Prayer'doth not 
favour my Opinion. 

Il. Eut anſwered not any thing I brought out af the Come 
mon-Prayer. Doth he think becauſe he hath edied Catholick 
after his Name, I muſt corclude he cannot Err, 

If fo, I anſwer no, no ſach matter, for [ have ſhewn his 
Errgur, as thoſe that Read my Reply may ice. 

Atidfor his Flout at me, ſaying, If 7 h:v2 no Sin to conſeſs, 
1 have the more for that. 

I ſhall only anſwer that I own Confeſſion of Sin, but ſhall 
_ confeſs mine to him, whom I eſteem not fit to be my Con- 
feſlor. 

* Page 2, He faith, Tho? all Men are Sinners, yet good Ven 
© that confeſs ard forfake their Sins, ſhall find Mercy, and 
©God hath mae them accepted in the Beloved. This Dottrine 
© your Fricn's on the other fide the water canrot ſwallow, and 
* though you diſown them, you have been baſed by them. 
*The Jeſuits brag they have been Twenty Years bringing you 
© info Shape. 

IV. I find that we are abuſed by B. B, and if he, throngh 
his intimacy, which te J-(uits knows we have been abuſed by 

A 2 them, 
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them, why is he ſo ready to follow their Praftice, but that con- 
ficms the Proverb like to like. : 

Howbeit, if thoſe he calls our Friends, (and I call his 
Companions, for he writes himſelf Cathelick,) do not believe 
that all Men by Nature are Children of Wrath and Sinners ; 
and that good Men that confeſs and forſake their Sins find Mer- 
cy, and through Faith and Obedience are made accepted in the 
Eeloved. | 

' I ſay, they that do not own this, are none of our Friends, 
nor of our Mind. But if B. B. ſhews or any for him, that 
any are in the Beloved but new Creatures, and that thoſe 
that are Forn of God, and made new Creatures, may not live 
without Sin; and that its impofble for them to be other than 
Sinners all their days, and yet are accepted in Chrift ; let 
him if he can prove this oP, and according to Holy Scrip- 
tyre, 

The next thing I take notice of, is his Refleion and falſe 
Affirmation, which for want of Proof, he often makes 
uſe of, ſhewing thereby he's wholly barren of real Proofs, wn- 
leſs it be of his own folly, in which he abounds. ——— 

Page 2. © During King James's ſhort Reign in /reland, theugh 
© Proteftants of all perſwaſions were miſled, yet the Quakets 
* were friendly dealt with 5 a fign, faith he, the Papifts know 
* you better than you know your ſelves, 

V. Poor B. B. by this appears no trne Catholick, altho* he 
:fumed that Name; for he is offended the Quakers ſhould he 
friendly dealt with, though by a Roman-Catholick which he once 
ownedzhead of that Church he pretends to, and defender of the 
Faith, which the Quakers never did; but bean not 
ur:friendly to the Quakers, as B, B. and too many is Bre- 
thren have been, he is offended, and muft Publiſh this unto the 
World, ' as one of his crafie Concluſions, viz. That its a ſign 
the Papiſts know 'us better than we know our ſelves, 

Shall I return this on B, B. and ſay, When King Fames 
came firſt to the Crown' in England, he promiſed to maintain 
the Church of England as by Law Eftabliſhd. Its a fign that 
the Papifts knew the .Church of England hetter than they 
knew themſelves, that he made'this promiſe to the Church 
of England only, © This would not be well taken altho' I account 
rhere, is as much Reaſon for this as other, for we are as 
far from Popery as they. 

B. B. Saith, We had Ordination in the Church of England 
before Reme departed from the Faith, '* © * Fw 
F, : 4* 0 | | Fe AC 


« A Ly p , 2 


So 

VI.And was that a Proteftant Church of England, that you had 
Ordination in before Kome departed from the Faith, or a Popiſh 
one, Come B, 3. don't Prevaricate nor Evade, let's underftand 
what Church of England this was and as to thy Queftion, 
whence bad we our Ordination ? 1 anſwer, from God and Jeſus 
Chrift, that only have power to make Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and ordain them to that Work. 

Page 3. He faith, And do -you call upon all to come off 
* from the Teachings of Men, and to know the Teachings of 
© Gad and Jeſus Chrift, by his Grace and Spirit in theit Hearts 
© when they are without it, and therefore he is not in them. 

VII. Yea,hecauſe God's Grace and Chriſt's Spirit appears and is 

iyen to all for that end, but by this arguing all are Repro- 
tes; but I would haye him know that Chriſt is the true Light 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, and that 
he ſhines by his Light, and appears by his Spirit in them, to 
ſhew what's Goody and reprove for Evil, altho' all are rot in 
him, yet he is on this wiſe in every Man that hath not ſinned 
out the day of his Viſitation ; otherwiſe how ſhould any know 
and do thoſe things that belong to their peace. So though 
many are out of him, and.without a ſenſe of him in their 
Hearts, by reaſon of their Sin and Unbelief : Yet he is fo near 
as at the Deor, and if receiv'd by Faith will come in and 
bind the ſtrong Man armed, ſpoil his Goods, caft him out, 
purge the Flour, and make clean the inſide that the outſide may 
be clean alſo, | 

B. B. Saith, You b:grudge us 4 Maintenance which God and 
Man. all,ws us. 

VIII. 1 may ſay, Nuſquam fine querelq £9r4 tanguntur, Sore things 
2re not tonched without complaint, Howbeit, this I deny and 
charge on him as falſe. 

But how agreeable a forc'd Maintenance for Chrift's Minifters 
is, to his Precept, who ſaid, Freely ye have receivd, freely give, 
; ſhall leave thole that impartially ſearch the Holy Scriptures to 

udge, 

Alf, how unlike it is to the praQtiſe of Chriſt's Primitive agd 
preſent Minifters, to ſue at Law, Impriſon and Seize the Goods 
of thoſe that do not own them to be his Minifters, and tow 
contrary it is to the New Teſtament; for Goſpel-Minifters to 
take Tythes which are Fewifh, let the truly wiſe Judge. 

And altho! its true what B. B. faith, Foſeph gave the Hea- 
then Priefts or Princes what Phareb allowed them, yet, we 
read not that they took that allowance from any that were not 
of them, and 
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And let them that own B, Z's Miniſtry give him what they 
will, I ſhall not bereave him of it, nor 16b his Church or Barn 
and if he would let others be as' quiet with what they lave 
and” !abour for, and nut Moleſt, Perſecute, Sue, Impriſon, 
nor ſeize their Goods, that for good Conltience ſake towards 
God cannot pay him, it would be to his Commendation more 
than the contrary. 

B. B. Hath one thing more to tell, and that is, that * the 
* Goſpel accepts the will for the deed; and yet ſaith, that we 
* make gur humble Supplications unto God, that be would work 
c 7n us both to will and to doe. 

IX. Now obſerve if the Goſpel accepts the will for the deed, 
what need is there to make Supplication to do the deed if willing 
only will ſerye. We read that its ſaid, Mat, 7. 24. W:oſcevet 
bear:th theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, 1 will like bim ww a 
wiſe Man tbat built bis Honſe upon a Rock, and he ſaid to the Wo: 
man that ſaid, Bleed is the Woms that bare thee, and the Paps that 
geve the» Suck, that they were rather bleſſed thar beard the word of 
Gol and do it 

So its not enongh to. think well, unleſs there be a doing well ; 
and therefore its ſaid, Depare from evil and do good, and live for 
evermove : 2nd its aid, Glory, Honcur and Peace to every Man that 
work-th 509d to uhe Fow firſt, and alſo to the Gentiles, for not the 
bearers "f the Law are Juſt before God, but the dorrs of tht Law ſhall 
be juſtified ; yer its not for the doing ' ſake that we are juſtified, nor 
by works of Righteous that we bave done that we ave ſaved, but ac- 
cording 10 bis mzrcy be ſaved us by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 
Renewing of the Holy Gboſt, which ke fh:ds on us abandantly through 
Feſrs Chrift our Saviour, and by that Faith which works by Love aud 
prvifizs the Heart, and gives vitory over the World, 

There is one thing more which 3B. B., falſly inſinnates 
again me in theſe words: Lee me deſire thee to craſe reviling 
Proteſtant Miniſters, who are th: Servants of the moſt High God, that 
ſhew unto us the way of Salvatien. 

X. I anſwer, his defire herein is needleſs, and his infinaation 
haſe 5 for I love and honour the Servants of the moſt High God, 
that ſhew unto us the way of $alvation. 

Altho' I efteem not 3. B, ſuch an one, but the worft F wiſh 
him is, that he was, and that ke may forſake his falſe ſpeaking, 
and miſrepreſenting me, my Friends, ad our Dottrines ; and 
come to an amendment of his ways, and acknowledge to the 
truth, that it May be well with hint in his latter end, 


Bue 
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But there is ſomething farther to obſerve, that is, his Cott 
aint, Page 3. where be ſaith to me, © Thou calleft me Epiſce» 
palian Prieft, Officious Scribler, ard Prieft Bird 3 by which irs 
* cealis to know you lighted your Candle at Zuci/er's Torch, and 
* tis his Light within you boaft of, and would Hafphemoufly En. 
* title Chriſt to. | | 
What a Rage is this Man in ! Doth not he verifie the Phraſe ? 
Sepe ad nos ira venir, ſapius 0s ad illam, Anger often cometh 
unto us, we oftner to it, For muft I for calting him as the 
Common: Prayer calls him, bs thus judged ? For in the Mornings 
Prayer he is called —- Prieft, for the Prieft is to ſay, 66 
God make clean our Hearts within us, and 1th: not thy Holy Spiris 

rom 'as. | KEEK | 
, Now if this Man did pray in Faith, ' and fo experience his 
Heart made clean within. bim/ ſuch foul things would not come 
out, of him, ſuch Rage and Bitterneſs would not appeat for my 
terming him Epiſcopalian Prieft:1 did not call tim Hire!ing,greedy 
Dumb Dog, nor Turn-Coat, yet 1 muſt be falfly told I lighted 
my;Candie at Lucifer's. Torch, and 'tis bis Eight within that'l 
boaſt'iof, and would Blaſphemonfly Entitle' to Chrift, What 
Kravge, falſe, untrue, and unſcriptural Expreffions are theſe ? 
What Light within hath the Devil ? But let him, and all know 
its Jeſus Chriſt, the Beloved Son of God, that came fron the 
Bolom of the Father ; that 1 do believe in who is the Light of 
the Word, and the true Light that lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World, by whoſe Light we have come to ſee 
our own States, and alſo therein to ſee how direWly contrary 
the Works and Fruits (of too- many profeſiing to be his Mini- 
ſters) are, to thoſe that were, and are really his which freely 
give what they: receive, and ſeek not People's goods, but their 
eternal good, and to gather them not to themſelves, but to . 
Chriſt ; and to know his Teachings by that Grace that came by 
him, and not to ſet themſelves nor one another as Teachers 
ever thera, to make & Gain and Profit of them, nor to cauſe 
them to ſpend their- Money for that which 1s not Bread, and 
their Labour, for that which ſatisf:th not, but dire them to 
hear the voice of Chrift, that their Souls might live, and they 
become the Sheep of Chrift's Paſtor, and experience the Liy- 
ing God to be their Shepherd, that they might want no good 
thing. . 

And as to my terming B. B. Officious Scribler, I have ſhewn in 
my former, and may-now a little, thac he appears ſo by inter- 
poſing cfficiouſly in a Controverſie between Feſeph Nor call'd 2 


Quaker 


<P 
Quaker; and the Presbyterians in his writing . a Rgok 
relating thereto, and. Dedicating it to his worthy Friend 
William Clap; who;. or ſome other, clapt a Title Page to it, 


without B, B's privity, as hs now faith, Page 1. * What I did 
* was in a private Letter to a Friend, ſaith B, B, upon wheſe 


Requeſt it way Printed without my privity, and the Title Page 
* is not mine; and B, Bird is meerly drawn in to bring up the 
© Rear, Page 2. . y 

Poor B. B, 1 may ſay to thee, » 


lavdlidum onne, naturd querulum eſt, 
All weak things are full of Complaint; 


However thou may'ft the better make thy retreat, and learn 
to be wiſer: the. next time, than meddle with that which don't 
belong to thee and do not truſt any Body with thy Scrible; 
left it ſhould be Printed again, and thy Folly and Ignorance 
Expoſed without thy privity : But remember that a Fool, when 
he holdeth his peace is counted Wiſe ; And he that ſhutteth his 
Lips is efteemed a Man of Underftanding, Prov. 17. 28, And 
only by. Pride cometh Contention, but with the well adviſed is 
Wiltom, the which by tne fear of the Lord, and departing 
from Loiquity, thou may'ft come to have, is the deſire of him, 


That wiſheth, and prayeth 
for the good of all Men. 


FI. Feild. 


F.T-'N: TS 


. l = 


F 


